TAX REFORM BILL 
Republicans discuss lowering tax 
rate for wealthiest individuals. A6 
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WORD OF THE YEAR 


Merriam-Webster declares 
“feminism” the word of the year. D6 


COSTLY REPAIRS 


West Hartford kills its plan to 
purchase the old UConn property. B1 
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H: Temperatures drop; 
wind chills in teens. A2 
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CHILD ADVOCATE 


Report: Safety Net Failed Teen 


Despite Signs, DCF Closed Case Weeks Before Tirado Died 


By JOSH KOVNER 


jkovner@courant.com 


HARTFORD — A mother on the 
child-abuse registry and evidence that 
intellectually disabled teenager Matthew 
Tirado hadn’t been in school for months 
was not enough to propel the state’s 
child-protection agency to make contact 
with Matthew and determine whether he 


was safe, according to a report by the state 
child advocate on a series of stunning 
lapses leading up to Matthew’s death in 
February. 

Instead, the Department of Children 
and Families, after failing to see the 
17-year-old even once in a nine-month 
period, during which a caseworker ig- 
nored a supervisor’s request to seek a 
police child-safety check, withdrew from 


Matthew’s case and ended its involve- 
ment in January 2017, just a month before 
his death. The $800 million-a-year 
agency closed its file rather than seeking 
to remove Matthew and his sister, who 
had also been neglected, from Katiria 
Tirado’s custody, Child Advocate Sarah 
Eagan reported. 
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EIGHT DAYS OF LIGHT 


JOE BURBANK | ORLANDO SENTINEL VIA AP 


SHARI ALBERT, with her son Corey, 10, of Winter Garden, Fla., check out a giant menorah as members of the 
central Florida Jewish community and residents of Winter Garden gather in downtown Winter Garden Tuesday to 
celebrate the beginning of the eight days of Hanukkah. Synagogues in Greater Hartford hosted menorah lighting 
ceremonies Tuesday, including in Manchester. Stories, Page B2. 


STATE ETHICS 


Edsall’s Son Can Stay During Appeal 


Assistant Coach Allowed To Work Until Proceedings Conclude 


By MIKE ANTHONY 


manthony@courant.com 


NEW BRITAIN - A Superior Court judge on 
Tuesday issued a stay of conclusions made by the 
Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board, allowing UConn 
football assistant coach Corey Edsall to continue in 
his job through a potentially lengthy appeals 


process. 


The Board ruled in July that Edsall’s employ- 
ment, as a member of the staff under his father, 
coach Randy Edsall, violated state ethics laws. 

“The ethics commission is agreeing not to 


EDSALL, A4 


UCONN 
football coach 
Randy Edsall 
was at Superior 
Court in 
Hartford 
Tuesday where 
a judge ruled his 
son Corey may 
remain in his job 
through the 
appeal process. 


CLOE POISSON 
|CPOISSON@ 
COURANT.COM 


Columnist Jeff Jacobs wonders while watching the Edsall court case Tuesday, would Randy Edsall quit over this? 


Sports, Page Cl 


Hartford To Study Pot 


The Hartford City Council has plans to 
conduct an economic impact study for a 
potential cannabis industry in the capital 
city. Connecticut, Page B1 


Pats Defense Vulnerable 
As the Patriots prepare to take on the 
Steelers Sunday, they’re showing some 
vulnerability not seen in a while. 
Sports, Page C2 


‘A Broadway Holiday’ 
Broadway star Bryce Pinkham joins up 
with the New Haven Symphony 
Orchestra’s Brass Quintet for “A 
Broadway Holiday.” Living, Page D1 


ALABAMA SENATE SEAT 


Jones 


Sneaks 
Past 
Moore 


Surprising Upset 
Shrinks GOP 
Majority To One 


By SEAN SULLIVAN, DAVID WEIGEL 
and DAVID A. FAHRENTHOLD 
Washington Post 


BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — Democrat Doug 
Jones has won the special election to fill a 
Senate seat in Alabama, according to exit 
polls and returns — a shock- 
ing upset in a solidly Repub- 
lican state, in which massive 
turnout among African- 
American voters helped de- 
feat a candidate enthusiasti- 
cally backed by President 
Donad Trump. 

The Associated Press 
called the race at 10:23 p.m. 
Eastern time. With about 98 
percent of precincts report- 
ing, Jones was leading by 
about 10,000 votes, with 49.5 
percent of the vote as com- 
pared to Republican Roy 
Moore’s 48.8 percent. 

It appeared that write-in 
candidates played a key role 
in the race: combined, they 
got 22,000 votes, more than the gap between 
the winner and the loser. Richard Shelby, R, 
Alabama’s other senator, had appeared to 
encourage the state’s Republicans to choose 
that option: Shelby said he wrote the name of 
an undisclosed “distinguished Republican” 
rather than vote for Moore. 


Jones 


Moore 


Parents Say 
Bullying 
Drove Boy 


To Suicide 


Death of Prep School 
Student, 15, Mourned 


By MATTHEW ORMSETH 


mormseth@courant.com 


In the obituary of a 15-year-old boy who 
attended Marianapolis Preparatory School 
in Thompson, his family did not shy from 
naming the cause and the manner of his 
death: It was suicide, they said, caused by 
bullying. 

The tragic death of Connor Tronerud, a 
sophomore at Marianapolis Prep who lived 
in Sutton, Mass., has unleashed a flood of 
online support, with hundreds of social 
media users — most of whom had never met 
Connor — demanding his death be addressed 
with a national discussion of bullying and 
social media’s ability to magnify loneliness 
and hurt. 

Connor died on Dec. 4, “after struggling 
with bullying from peers,” the family’s 
obituary stated. 

Marianapolis Prep, an independent day 
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